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A m e ssag e f r o m t h e pr e si d e n t
Exploring ways to grow and serve Latino youth

“It is remarkable
how God has blessed Nativity
over the past years...”

In my last column, I spoke about the importance of asking the “growth
question” at Nativity Jesuit Middle School. The question, rooted in the
Jesuit tradition of the magis (or more), asks about how we can be more
effective and/or expansive in serving Latino youth and their families on the
near south side.
As we look at this fast growing population in the country, this is
a question that we, as a Jesuit sponsored institution, should be asking.
To that end, Nativity has joined up with Partners Advancing Values in
Education (PAVE) to explore that question in greater detail. We have also
initiated an association with Schools That Can, another organization that
helps quality schools become even more effective.
In the course of my brief time at Nativity, I have met with other local
school leaders of comparable schools. The lesson to be learned in each
of these conversations is that the need for quality education for lowerincome children in Milwaukee is great, and that we should be exploring
opportunities to address that need.
But all this talk about the future of Nativity is possible only because of
our successful past. In 2013, we will celebrate our twentieth anniversary.
It is remarkable how God has blessed Nativity over the past years with so
many dedicated friends and supporters, as well as the remarkable faculty,
staff, administrators and volunteers who have made and continue to make
Nativity such a special place.
What began in 1993 as the initial group of sixth graders at St. Patrick’s
school building is now a thriving school of fifth and sixth graders at
our current location (the former Marion Hall of the School Sisters of
St. Francis). Our school building is the envy of many, with a third floor
that has yet to be developed! Perhaps one day we will accommodate and
serve more Latino youth? It’s a question that begs asking!
No doubt, the pursuit of this question will demand much exploration
and discussion, and I ask for your prayers as we move forward into the
future. We have been truly blessed with almost twenty years of success as
a quality school, rooted in the Jesuit and Catholic tradition. May God bless
our next twenty years (or more) with even greater success, and may God
continue to bless you for your untiring support of our mission!
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P o sa d a : A M e x i c an C h ris t m as Tra d i t i o n
At Nativity, we believe in celebrating culture and preserving tradition. One
such meaningful custom commemorated by Mexican families is the Posada.
This nine-day celebration before Christmas brings families together to reenact
the journey Mary and Joseph took to find shelter. Eight nights they are
refused lodging and on the ninth night they are finally allowed to enter.
“This tradition resonates with many immigrants who were not initially
NJMS alum, Irving Ibarra (’00), teacher, Kelly Hogan Ibarra
and daughter Lily as Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus.

accepted into a new culture,” said Jim Wilkinson, principal of Nativity. “It is
also a reminder that Jesus was the poorest among us and is always present.”
Every year Nativity celebrates the Posada on the evening of the last night
before winter break. Students, their families and our staff eagerly participate

Sincerely,

in the event. Everyone gathers in the chapel and sings songs until the Holy
Family is granted entrance. The Posada is followed by a celebration in the
J a m e s F l a h e r t y, S . J .
President

gym with piñatas, food and even Santa. It is truly an event that keeps us
Father Jim leads the Posada celebration in the chapel.

connected and reminds us of all our blessings.
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You can make a difference in the life of a
Nativity student. To learn more, contact
Larry Siewert, Director of Graduates, at
414-645-1060 or siewertl@njms.org.

Nativity, “It’s a two-way street.”

how faith, Christian values and service

To volunteer for Nativity’s after-school program, please contact Jim Wilkinson at
414-645-1060, ext. 203 or wilkinsonj@njms.org.

“Not only do students benefit

Jose, a sixth grader, proudly shows off the robot his team
made for the First Lego League Competition.

“It’s fulfilling to know you have a
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Mark your calendar
for these Upcoming
events:

“I am particularly touched
when a student sends me an

2nd Annual Read-A-Thon
April 3 through 27, 2012

update on his school progress
and what he is involved in.”
— Mary Joan Stuessi

T h e K e y t o N at i v i t y ’ s S u c c e ss
Over the years, staying connected to wonderful volunteers, donors,
foundations and companies has proven to be the key to our success.
This past October, we experienced a tremendous outpouring of support
for our “Working Together, Staying Connected” Annual Scholarship Dinner
at the Marquette University Alumni Memorial Union. The event was a huge
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Marquette University High School
Class of ’74 Reunion at NJMS
April 24, 2012, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Nativity Jesuit Middle School
Graduation
St. Joseph Chapel, 1501 S. Layton Blvd.
(South 27th Street at Greenfield Ave.)
Milwaukee, WI
Across the street from NJMS at the
Sisters of St. Francis complex.
June 2, 2012, 6 p.m.
Nativity Jesuit Middle School
Summer Camp
June 23 through July 27, 2012
11th Annual Golf Outing
Bluemound Golf and Country Club
Aug. 27, 2012, Registration 10:30 a.m.
St. Mary’s Visitation
Christian Women Presents
2nd Annual Kitchens for a Cause
Sept. 29, 2012, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Proceeds to Benefit NJMS

Mary Joan is not only supporting

regular communication, and by attending

Annual Student Poetry Contest
Nativity Jesuit Cafeteria
April 23, 2012, 5:30 p.m.

your support is always welcome. below is a list of needed items:
Nativity Jesu it
Middle School:
20 Headsets for Computer Lab
Set of Novels for Class
Portable Mimeo Board

Camp Thunderhead:
Legos and KNEX Building Sets
Board Games • Washers/Dryers
Bikes • Trolling Motor
Air Compressor • Pontoon Boat
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h e l p t h e nat i v i t y m issi o n
donate online at:
www.njms.org

stay connected and up-to-date
with Nativity Jesuit Middle School
by joining us on facebook.

or call (414) 645-1060
for more information

snaps h o t s

Larry Siewert, Director of Graduates, congratulates
Rob and Lisa Harrington, 2011 Mentor of the Year,
at our Annual Scholarship Dinner this past October.
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For a community service project, eighth graders worked as
a team to write a grant and secure funding to make, paint
and place four park benches along the Hank Aaron Trail.

